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This time last year we were invited to take part in 
the ‘Big Assembly’ when Pope Benedict visited 
our country. The Anniversary of Pope Benedict’s 
visit was on September 16th .   Please remember 
to pray for Pope Benedict and our Diocesan 
Family of Catholic Schools. 
 

 
 
Please remember that our Bishops have asked 
us to mark the anniversary of the Papal Visit by 
re-introducing the age old tradition of abstaining 
from meat on Fridays as a simple sign of our   
shared faith and a weekly reminder of Christ’s 
Cross. 
 
Dean of Northampton Cathedral of Our Lady 
and St. Thomas 
We would like to welcome the new Dean of the 
Cathedral of Our Lady and St. Thomas; 

Rev. Fr. Mark Floody 
We are all looking forward to getting to know him 
at school. 
 
A note from the Headteacher: 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

I hope you all had a good rest during the 
holiday period with your families. If you didn’t go 
away, at least like me, you probably had time to 
enjoy the sunshine in your garden.  My husband 
still awaits a liver transplant. So many of you  
 
 

have asked about his health and have sent Mass 
cards and continue to offer prayers. I can’t thank 
you enough for your thoughtfulness. It has 
touched us both. 
As a family at school, there were some things to 
celebrate and some sad things that  have 
happened too.  
On a sad note, both Mr. Donald and I have lost 
our fathers in the last three weeks. Please 
remember our families in your prayers during this 
sad time. We know our dads will have a special 
place in Heaven with Jesus. We miss them.  
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Mrs. Maddison gave birth to a beautiful baby girl 
who she has called Nicole. 
 
 

 
 
Mr. Donald got engaged on the beautiful islands 
of the Maldives. I am sure you will join me in 
offering your congratulations to both him and his 
future wife. 
 

 
 
The Advent Term 
Mrs. Casey  and Mrs. Robinson  have now taken 
up their permanent positions as my Deputy 
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Heads.  They have many new permanent 
responsibilities in addition to their role as Class 
Teachers / Co-ordinators. Our new teaching and 
support staff have all settled in too. 

The children are all enjoying school with 
their new class teachers. Thank you for sending 
them to school looking so smart, they are a credit 
to you .If you have any worries or concerns 
please talk to your child’s Class teacher, Key 
stage Co-ordinators or my Deputy Heads. I am 
always happy to meet with parents if you make 
an appointment with the Office .If you have any 
personal problems or emergencies I will always 
make an effort to see you.   I am trying to be free 
on Friday afternoons  to meet with any parents 
who would like a chat.  

Please note that we have three Parents’ 
Evenings set aside to meet with you. I am always 
available during these evenings too. 
 
Land and Buildings: 
Roof: 
Much has happened during the summer holidays. 
The last section of the asbestos roof has been 
safely removed from the school. I am currently 
investigating whether it is possible to have solar 
panels fitted to part of the roof to reduce our 
energy costs. 

 
 
Sensory Room: 
For some time now I have been trying to develop 
a Sensory Room for all of our children’s use from 
Nursery to the end of KS2. I am pleased to tell 
you that this has gone ahead and it is situated in 
our Reception area and will be available for you 
to view during Parents’ Evenings which are 
coming up soon.(See Dates for the Diary) 
We were fortunate to receive some funding from 
Barclaycard thanks to Bernadette Longland who 
organised a raffle with members of her team.  In 
addition, the monies raised by Governors, Staff 
and members of our ‘Friends of the Good 
Shepherd’ during Movie Nights and our Summer 
Fete have helped pay the 10% we are liable for to 
enable us to use our Devolved Formula Capital  
allocation.  
We would like to continue to purchase items for 
the Sensory Room. If you work for a company  
that would like to sponsor us with another item of 
equipment we would be very grateful. 
 
We are planning more ‘Movie Nights’  during this 
academic year. Dates to be announced soon! 

 
 

‘Northampton in Bloom’ 
 
I entered our school grounds in the ‘Northampton 
in Bloom’ schools category earlier this year. Our 
grounds were formally judged in June by the 
Borough Council.  
On the day,our ‘Green Finger’ children and the 
children that attend ‘Gardening Club’ showed the 
judge around the school site. I am pleased to be 
able to announce that it has since been 
announced that the school was awarded First  
Prize.  This is a great achievement for the 
children and staff who look after our school 
grounds and vegetable plots. I would like to thank 
Mrs. Lane, Mrs. Southwell and all the children 
who help to look after our beautiful grounds. I will 
be attending the Guildhall to receive an award on 
behalf of the school in October. 
There were many special features that helped the 
judge come to his decision.  
  
Our beautiful Grotto in honour of Our Blessed 
Lady 

 
 
The vegetables from the school vegetable 
plot which are used in preparing healthy 
school meals 
 

 
 
School Council Elections: September 23 rd: 
 
Our School Council elections for Chair, Vice 
Chair and Secretary took place at a School 
Council Meeting with Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Robinson 
and Mrs. Fiona Wheeler (Parent Governor) on 
Friday 23rd September. I am pleased to 
announce the following children were 
democratically voted in. 



 

 
Chair:   Ella Provenzano  
Vice Chair:  Amelia Humphries  
Secretary: Robert O’Connor 
 
Congratulations to all members of the School 
Council! Mrs. Wheeler, Mrs. Robinson and I 
look forward to working with them. 
 

 
 
On Friday 23 rd September a Quiz Night  was 
held in aid of the ‘Karuri School’  we are 
supporting in Kenya. Mrs. Casey sits on the 
committee and helped with the organisation of 
this event. On the evening £240.00 was raised.. 
So far we have provided a computer and printer, 
a cow and ‘Welcome’ boxes for the children at 
the school. We are hoping to raise more money 
to help the school during this academic year. 
Thank you so much for donating the items for the 
‘Welcome’ boxes. 
 
Dates for the Diary: 
 
Tuesday September 27 th  
A special Assembly on the faith of Islam. 
This Assembly will be led by Mrs.Iris Mc Brearty 
and Lesley Perry from Stimpson Avenue Primary 
School.   
 

 
 
Stimpson Avenue Primary School is one of the 
schools that we are networking with to share 
expertise and facilities. 
We are also networking with all the schools in the 
Thomas of Canterbury Partnership as well as 
St. Lukes C .of E. Primary at Duston.  
 
Thursday September 29 th  

Academic Mass being held at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Primary School, Aston le Walls  
(Thomas of Canterbury Partnership) at 7 p.m.  
All staff and Governors that currently or have in 
the past worked in Catholic Schools are invited to 
attend. 
 
Monday October 3 rd  
Our School Nurse visits to deliver epipen training 
to staff – 3.30 p.m.  If your child does have any 
severe allergies please make sure that you have 
informed the school. 
 

 
 
4th October   
‘World Animal Day’ Assembly, also the Feast 
of St. Francis of Assisi 
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Wednesday October 5 th  
Information Evening for Parents on teaching 
phonics: 6.30 p.m. 
More information will follow from Mrs. Casey. 
 

 
 
 
 
Thursday October 6 th  
House Football Tournament 
Key Stage 2  children will need to 
have their P.E. / Football kit in 
school today. 
 
Friday October 7 th  



 

Yr. 4 visit a Roman Villa / Museum at Piddington 
as part of their Creative Learning Journey study 
of the Romans. -  The children will leave school 
at  9.30 a.m. to travel by coach. 
 

 
 
 
Friday October 7 th  
Yr. 1 ‘Wow’ Celebration in Classes 3 and 4. 
Experience what washday was like in the 1940’s 
and enjoy a tea party with your children. 2.45 
p.m. All parents in Yr. 1 are welcome! 
 

 
 
Wednesday October 12 th  
Parents’ Evening from 4 – 6 p.m. 
Parents and children are invited to meet with the 
teacher to discuss progress. Please book an 
appointment at the main office. 
 

 
 
 
N. B. This year we have allocated three nights  
when staff are available to discuss your child’s 
progress.  Because of other staff commitments 
i.e. After School Clubs, One to One Tuition, Staff 
Meetings etc. we cannot allocate other evenings 
to individual parents as we have done in the past.  
Please make sure that you attend. OfSTED now 
require us to monitor attendance at Parents’ 
Evenings. 
 
 
Thursday 13 th October 
Parents’ Evening from 6 - 9 p.m. 

Parents and children are invited to meet with the 
teacher to discuss progress. Please book an 
appointment at the main office. 
 

 
 
Friday 14 th October 
Please join us in a Procession in honour of 
Our Blessed Lady of the Rosary at 2.30 p.m. 
 
Kindly assemble on the slope at the top of the 
Key Stage 2 playground. All members of your 
family are welcome. There will be refreshments 
afterwards in the main hall. 
 

 
 
Tuesday 18 th October 
Parents’ Evening from  4 – 6 p.m. 
Parents and children are invited to meet with the 
teacher to discuss progress. Please book an 
appointment at the main office 
 

 
 
Thursday 20 th October 
Main Governors’ Meeting 
 
Friday October 21 st  
School Closes at 3.15 p.m. for Half Term 
School Re –opens on Tuesday November 1 st  
 
School Uniform  
Items of school uniform are for sale every 
Wednesday at the School Office. There will be 



 

another opportunity to order school uniform Wk. 
Beginning November 1 st  
 
Second Hand Uniform Sale 
If you have any uniform your child has grown out 
of and that is in good condition, please donate it 
to the school.Please bring anything you wish to 
donate to the main office. 
Thank you for your kindness in helping others.  
If you are struggling to cover the cost of School 
uniform please talk to me. The SVP at both 
parishes can help if you write a letter to me at 
school. We also have a small amount in our 
‘Golden Charity Fund’ to help out with school 
uniform. 
 
Punctuality 
May I extend our thanks to those of you who are 
making an effort to ensure your children arrive 
and are collected on time each day despite the 
current road works and traffic chaos in 
Kingsthorpe. 
 
Requests for Holidays during School term 
time: 
Please do not book holidays  during term time 
as they will not be authorised.. Our school has 
been identified by the L A as having attendance 
that is below the percentage agreed by the 
authority with OfSTED. We have been working 
hard to address this and I would like to say a big 
thank you  to those parents who have not taken 
their child / children out of school during term 
time. 
The authorisation of absence is at the discretion 
of the Headteacher. The Governors have 
discussed this matter and it has been agreed that 
I cannot authorise any more holidays during term 
time. Our OfSTED Inspectors  (February 2011) 
fully endorsed this. 
 
The only absences I can authorise during term 
time are those requested on compassionate 
grounds.  
 
‘Nourish’ Healthy hot school meals 
Our delicious hot healthy meals are now being 
prepared in the new kitchen. Now that the 
weather is changing it is an ideal opportunity for 
your child to have a hot meal. 
For further information about the ‘Nourish’  
Menus, please see the information board by the 
tree. 

·  Can I remind you that you have to pre-
book school meals 

·  Dinners must be paid for by the Tuesday 
of the week before the meals are 
required 

·  Please remember that 10 extra school 
meals are cooked each day in case of 

any emergencies – once they have been 
allocated we cannot provide additional 
hot meals. 

 

 
 

·  Please do your best to provide a healthy 
packed lunch if your child is not having a 
school meal. Please remember to try to 
pack up either fish or a Vegetarian option 
on Fridays. 

 
 
Letters to Parents 
The Office have requested  that all parents 
check their child’s book bag daily as some letters 
that are sent home are not reaching you on time. 
 
Music Tuition – A polite message from Mrs. 
White : 
Please can we ask for prompt payment for all 
Musical tuition – Thank you! 
 
Parent Helpers 
Mr. Donald and I  will once again provide training 
for any parents who would like to help in school 
on a regular basis. This will take place after half 
term now that the children have settled with their 
new class teachers. Please look out for a notice 
on the tree.  
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Anne Walker (Mrs) 

 
 
 

(Headteacher) 


